Determining legislative intent is one of the key roles that the judicial system plays in Michigan, and legislative history can be a useful tool for evaluating the intent of the legislature when enacting a law. However, legislative history resources can be difficult to gather and some resources may not be persuasive in Michigan courts. This article provides a brief description of the Michigan legislative process, the court's view of using legislative history to determine legislative intent, and a list of Michigan legislative history resources.
Introduction
Determining legislative intent is one of the key roles that the judicial system plays in Michigan. Legislative history can be a useful tool for evaluating legislative intent but legislative history research can be complex and confusing. Additionally, legislative history is often of limited value in determining legislative intent in Michigan. The purpose of this article is to provide an overview of how to find and use legislative history when determining legislative intent in Michigan. Included is a brief description of the legislative process in Michigan, a more detailed discussion of how Michigan courts use legislative history in the determination of legislative intent, and a brief review of Michigan legislative history resources.
I. The State Legislative Process in Brief
The Michigan Legislature has two houses, the House of Representatives ("House") and the Senate, and a bill may be introduced in either house.
1 Each session of the Legislature is two years and each bill introduced in the biennial legislative session is assigned a consecutive bill number. Upon introduction, a bill is read and then referred to a standing committee 2 where it is debated, and a hearing on the bill may be held.
3
The committee will then decide to take one of a number of actions, including to report 4 the bill with or without a favorable recommendation, 5 to take no action on the bill, 6 to send the bill to another committee, 7 or to not report the bill out of committee. favorably out of the standing committee are read and considered by the House and amendments may be recommended and adopted. A bill may then be advanced for a "Third
Reading." Under the Michigan Constitution, each bill must be read three times before passage.
9
After the Third Reading the bill may be passed or defeated by a majority roll call vote and the names and votes of the legislators are published in that chamber's Journal, 10 although some measures require a super-majority. 11 At this point, action on a bill may also be postponed.
Note further that a bill must not "embrace more than one object," the title shall express the subject of the law, 12 and it may not be passed until it is in the possession of each house for five days.
13
If a bill is passed by one house it is sent to the other for consideration using the same process as a bill originally introduced into that house. If the bill is passed in the same form by both houses it is enrolled, printed, and sent to the Governor. If the bill is passed by the two houses with differences, it is returned to the house in which it originated where that house can accept the other house's version. If the original house accepts the substitute bill from the second house, the bill is enrolled, printed, and sent to the Governor. If the original house rejects the substitute bill version, the two houses review the bill in conference committee and Availability:
• Print o 1835/1836 session to present.
• Online 
